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Meursault, August 25, 2023
Mr. President,
I'm writing to present the results of my research into the conditions under which the 1904 Olympic Marathon
was run in St. Louis.
As a local councillor for Meursault, the hometown of Frenchman Albert Corey (1878-1926), an athlete competing for
an American club in 1904, | would like to draw your attention to a case of institutional cheating in the organization of

the event.

My recent trips to the USA have enabled me to consult various press cuttings from the time, which highlight the very
special conditions of the race.

After having contacted the International Olympic Committee, the latter is unable to take a position, and it is in total
mediation that | am contacting you today: the corrections made concerning Anders Haugen, medalist fifty years after
his participation in the 1924 Olympic Games (Chamonix, France), and Jim Thorpe, whose gold medal was returned to
him with exclusivity in 2022 following his participation in the 1912 Olympic Games (Stockholm, 1912) lead me to
believe that considering this request will pose no problem for you. | therefore ask you to review the ranking of the
Olympic Marathon and to contact the |IOC with a view to changing it.

That the truth should triumph on the eve of France hosting the next Olympic Games would be excellent news for the
country that Joe Biden has described as oldest ally in 2022.

Let me quote Thomas Jefferson, who visited the commune of Meursault in 1787: never fearing to follow truth.

Faithfully yours,

Clément Genty

Due to the long postal delivery times, please contact me by e-mail



1904 Olympic Marathon race in Saint-Louis (USA)
Questioning the final result
Dr. Clément Genty, member of the International Society of Olympic Historians - www.genty.info

The International Olympic Committee considers two reports to be official for the 1904 Olympic Games in St. Louis
(USA):
e The Olympic Games - 1904, written by Charles J. P. Lucas in 1905 and published by Woodward & Tiernan
Printing Co;
e Spalding's Official Athletic Aimanac for 1905 - Special Olympic Number, written by James Sullivan in 1905 and
published by The American Publishing Company.
°
These reports can be accessed free of charge on the Internet, and provide an insight into the results and conditions
of each event. The marathon is present in both reports, and several photographs illustrate the narrative of the race.
Relying solely on these two reports, we can read that Fred Lorz of the Mohawk Athletic Club (New York) ran several
miles in an automobile, before starting to run again 5 miles before the finish (Lucas, p46). His victory was denied, and
he was suspended for life by the Amateur Athletic Union for his action (Lucas, p109).

The winner was a man named Thomas Hicks, who benefited from having a car to accompany him, giving him pace.
Hicks also received several drops of the powerful drug strychnine (Lucas, p53). Finally, a photograph shows Thomas
Hicks receiving physical assistance from two people.

Sponging the winner (Lucas, p58b)

The caption from one of the two reports highlights the two people physically helping Hicks: H. C. McGrath
and Charles J. P. Lucas. Lucas was the author of one of the two reports considered official by the IOC, and together
with McGrath, they looked after Hicks from the 10-mile mark to the finish, set at 24.85 miles, i.e. for almost sixty
percent of the race. This mixture of genres is particularly disturbing. The IOC uses the same illustration on a web page
presenting the Olympic Marathon, and the caption is particularly truculent: these are not team-mates, but the
organizing team!


http://www.genty.info/

American Thomas Hicks is helped by his teammates in the marathon at the 1904 St. Louis Olympic Games (I0C, 1904)

Similarly, the Italian company Panini circulated the following image for the 1976 Olympic Games - Montreal
(Canada). As you can see, the image has been cropped to focus only on the three people in the foreground.

THOMAS HICKS USA (Panini, 1976)

One question remains: why is the quality so poor, and what kind of car is it?
The Missouri Historical Society has provided the answer to the first question: the photograph, referenced N20693, is
available in high resolution on request from Lauren Sallwasser, Associate Archivist - Photographs and Prints.



N20693

Careful study of the shot reveals the car behind the group of three: a 1904 White Model D, designed and
manufactured by the US-based White Motor Company. This is the car used by the officials, as Lucas reminds us in his
report:

—— - — ———————

Following the Marathon Race — Front seat A. E. Johnson, Charles . P. Lucas, Rear seat Hugh C. McGrath, George Hench
(Lucas, p66b)



Not only did Hicks benefit from a car to keep him going, and from strychnine, but he also enjoyed the support
of officials - physical support for two of them, and moral support for two others who remained in the car. This situation
seems highly questionable, but the question remains: was it permissible in 1904?

The answer comes from the Boston Globe, a newspaper published in Massachussets, home of declared winner Thomas
Hicks, in its August 31, 1904 edition.

[-..] the president spoke to the contestants and informed them of the rules and advised them that there were inspectors
stationed along the roads, and that no assistance was to be accepted.
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Another newspaper also revealed that the president has said that no assistance would be authorized (“NEW
ENGLANDER WINS MARATHON RACE AT THE FAIR” in The St. Louis Republic Vol. 97, 315t august 1904, p. 1.).

For these reasons, you are asked to revise the ranking, awarding victory to Albert Corey, a French citizen.

The final result would be as follows:
I. Albert Corey, FRA, 3h34'52"
2. Arthur Newton, USA, 3h47'SS"
3. Andarin Carvajal, CUB, time unknown

Between the soiled waterpolo pool, the anthropological games and this Olympic Marathon event, this third
edition of the modern Olympic Games shines in its mediocrity, as Baron Pierre de Coubertin recalled in his memoirs.
Today, the IOC announces "the strangest race in Olympic history". In the meantime, while the Marathon of the fourth
Olympiad saw the disqualification of the Italian winner following the remarks of the American team due to the
assistance of the officials, let's smile to think about 1904.
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M. et Mme CANAUD Serge
7 rue de TYR
39260 MOIRANS-EN-MONTAGNE

Moirans-en-Montagne, le 30 NOVEMBRE 2022

Mairie de MEURSAULT
Place de I'Hdtel de Ville
21190 MEURSAULT

a l'attention de M. GENTY Clément

Monsieur,

Par la présente, je vous informe de mon soutien que j'apporte au projet de M. Clément

GENTY qui concerne mon arriére grand-pére M. Albert COREY.

Japprouve donc la demande de modification du classement du marathon de 1904 qui
sera adressé au CNOSF, ce qui permettra a mon arriére-grand-pére d’étre nommé premier

frangais champion olympique de cette discipline.

Merci par avance Monsieur de I'intérét et des suites que donnera @ mon soutien auprés

de M. GENTY.

Je vous prie de bien vouloir agréer, Monsieur, mes sincéres salutations.

CANAUD Serge
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Dossier suivi par Frangoise ROSSIGNOL
= :03.80.21.63.21

E.mail : contact@mairie-meursault.fr Meursault, le 31 juillet 2023

ATTESTATION

Nous soussigné, Denis THOMAS, agissant en qualité de Maire de la Commune
de MEURSAULT

Attestons que Monsieur Clément GENTY a été élu conseiller municipal de la

commune de Meursault le 15 mars 2020 et siége, en cette qualité, au sein de
I’assemblée délibérante.

En foi de quoi, nous avons établi la présente attestation.

Le Maire
Denis THOMAS

MAIRIE DE MEURSAULT

PLACE DE I'HOTEL DE VILLE F- 21190 MEURSAULT
t&l. 03 80 21 22 62 - mel : contact@mairie-meursault.fr
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Département des affaires juridiques

Dr Clement Genty

Laval Virtual Center - Arts & Métiers
ParisTech

Rue Marie Curie

F-53810 Change

Tel:02436534 11

Lausanne, 24 février 2023

Course du marathon des Jeux Olympiques a Saint-Louis en 1904

Cher Monsieur,

Nous confirmons réception de votre courrier du 23 novembre dernier relatif a la course

du marathon des Jeux Olympiques a Saint-Louis en 1904. Nous vous en remercions.

Nous sommes cependant au regret de vous informer que le CIO n'est ni compétent pour
prendre ou revoir les décisions prises sur l'aire de compétition, ni habilité a procéder a la
révision du classement de I'épreuve sportive demandeé, sans compter que cette épreuve

s'est tenue il y a prés de 120 ans.

Nous vous prions de croire, cher Monsieur, en l'assurance de nos salutations

distinguées.

Mariam Mahdavi

Directrice des affaires juridiques

Maison Olympique, 1007 Lausanne, Suisse | Tél. +41216216111 | Fax +4121 6216216 | www.|OC.org



	Mariam Mahdavi Directrice des affaires juridiques

